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Introduction

This baautifully illustroted, oaward-winning collecton of noture stories provides memonable reading experiences for
childram im Key Stages 1 and 2 (Yeors 1-8) and an opporenity for them fo deepen their experience of the narmatwe
informection foom.

The focws on animals has sirong appeal for children, and the books provide many learning opporfunifies for exploring
the topic, through bath the written and visual elements, By working with the sfories either individually or together,
children can respond to the animal world and experence and develop their understonding through a vanety of
activities, mchding drovang and painting, small-warld play and rale play, talk and writing. The books provide a rich
starting point for further research and for developing children’s knowledge of information genres,

Mature Storybooks can support the literacy curriculum in a variety of ways. They can be:

= the focus for a whole class topic

=  used as high quality lexis for guided reading

= part of the class reod-aloud programme

* included in the book provision for developing children’s indvidual reading interests

The accomponying CDs provide further opporfunities for children fo explore the subject creatively through the addiional
informetion, poatry and songs.

Learning aims

To ancourage children to:

+ read and discuss an information book

*  become fomiliar with the genre through tolk, reading and writing

*  devaelop a deapar understanding of the lives of animals throeugh small-world play, rele play and donce
+ respond fo the meanings through talk, writing and painfing

To enable children to;
= read and write for purpose and meaning, using an infermation book

+  read and write independently and creatively for a range of purposes on poper and on screen, combining words
wilh imageas

+  respond imaginatively using different strategies fo engage with fexds
= reod ndependently for purpose, pleasure and learning

wiww' walkerbooaks co.uk
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Primary National Strategy tables

Mature Storybooks support the following objectives:

Yeor | Cora aaming m | 1|:'r::||::.' Yeor 2 oo eaming m |eterac ¥
Speaking
11 Tall slonas and daescnbe inddents trom Hhar oen eipanenca in on 11 Spaok with donty and vsa approprata infenation when mading
audibla voka ond macing Tasds
123 Rebell slores, ordermg svenls using oy longuage 1.3 Exploin ideos ond processss psing imagina e and ocenluro us
13 interprat o tast by rending aloud with sama vorishy in pace and wossnbatary ord non-vertsal gesiuess o suppod communicolion
wm phosi b
13 Espeerimend with and build newy slores ol wards ko communiools in
differenl conbexds
Listerirg and respanding
21 Lstan wilh sustainad concaniralion, builkding new shams of words in 21 Lislan e obhers incloss, osk relesond quashans and follee
differanl contasds insiruclians
T2 Lsten ko and folkre insfrucicns oooumlely, asking lor hels and 22 Lislen o ok by on odull, remember some speecilic points ond
chanbcolion ¥ rescessary idenlity whal They boree leamesd
23 Lskan o dapaes or videos and express viewes oboad hioew a shory or
mfsrmotion has beaen prasentad
Group disoussion and ireraciisn
A1 Toke urne lospeak, lislen o eoch olber's suggestors ond lak 11 Erveure thal everyore conliboles, aloools osks, ord corside
aboul whal They are gong to do ollermeties ond reach agresmenl
37 Ask ond answer quaslions, make mlesan] condnbulions, offer A7 Work aleciialy in groups by ensunng el sach graup mam bsr
sungestions ond take ums lokas o o chalanging, supporng and mdwing on
1.3 Lislen o eoch olhers vess ored prefersnces ognes fe recl sheps
1 loke grd dendily conlibuicns by eoch group member
[rama
41 ksploera fomdlos thames and characters through improvisalion 41  Adoph sppropnaole iodes in smoll or karge groups ond consider
and rake-ploy allarmaiiva coursas of aclian
4.2 Presant pad of Iraditioral diories, Ther ovwn shomes or work < rovwn
Ircem differan) pors ol the curiculom bor rremibers of their ovsn dhoss
4.1 Consider how maod and ctmosphara ora craalad inlive of
recordad pafomanca
Undarstonding and intarprating tasts
T Iderfily e moin evenls and dhareclers n slones, ord d spsciic 7.1 Droew ogedben ideas and indonralion from ooross o wole exd,
rlormoticn in Smple lesds using sim phe signposts in he lesd
T4 Recognise the main akments Thot shops diferant tods 17 Grn soma recsans why things happan or choraders change
T5  Explore the elled of pallers ol kanguoege and repealed words 7.3 Exploin organisolional leolures of lests, including ol phobsetical
amd phroses order, kaymd, dogroms, coplicns, hypetinks ord bullsl ponis
FA Use synhas and condasd 1o budkd thair stora ol socabulory whan
raaading far meaning
15 Esplone how pariculor words ore wsed, including word s and
expressions with simior meonings
Engogrg with and responding o faxis
A7 Whualsa and commsnd on avanls, choracders ond ideas, mking B2 Engage with baoks through axploring and anacling inlarperalolions
maginaliia bnks 1o their cvm axpanances 3.3  Esploin ther reaclions lo lexls, commending on imga don aspecls
£.5 Distinguesthy Schion and noreBelion texds and The dilferesn) purposes
lar resading Them
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Primary National Strategy tables (continued)

Cregting ond shoping et

91 indepandantly choose whal loownla oboud, plan and follos i %1 Drow on knowkedgs and expananca of fods in de iding and
thiraisgh plomning whal nd how 1o ke

B2 Use by leolures of rorrative in lhelr own wiitieg 2 Sudoin [oem in nomolive, indluding use of person and lime

93 Corwsay indbonmed o and ieos in simple non-ramales famms %3 Manhen coraklancy innon-narmbve, ncsding purposa and lanse

24 B and vse nesy ored interesting words ored phroses, induding 24 Make odvenlurcus waord and kinguoge choites appeopeiabs ko the
wlury knguoge siyls amd purposs of fhe bexd

95 Credta shod simpla lasts on popar ond sorean thal com bene wands B3 Sedet from diferan] presaniofioms Tealuees o sull garlicsar wriing
wilh imoges jand sounds) A PSR O T okl G sorean

T shruchur omd organisolesn

1 Winle chronoclogica ard ron-chronological tesds using Smple T U plannicg ko el obilsh clesor sections lor wriling
Hnuclures L2 Use approprioe lonouage 1o meaks seclians hong fogalhar

07 Groupwellan sankanoes logathar in dwnks of meaning o subgeo

Sanhanoa siructuna and gunchsation

N1 Composs ord wrils simpls senlences indespendenily o N2 Composs seplences psing lerse considenlly ipressnl ord past)
Lommuricale meaning 113 Usa quesiian marks, and use commas [o sepandia Bams in

1.2 Usa capial letars and il slops when punchucating simpla o list
anhancas

Prasantaticn

121 Wirle mos! keiters, comesclly lommesd ond onentaled, vsing a 120 Weibes bagibnly, using vppesr ond kwsesr coses lellers appropriolely salhin
comforioble ord slicen pereil grp weards, and observing correc! spocing within ored bebsesn words

177 Wirla walth spoces babwssan words accunsheby 123 Woed process shor normofive and non-narmoise asds

L2 Esplan process or present infonmeation, ensunng thal tems ore
clearly sequencesd, relesont detals ore included omd accaunls ane
ended elfedialy

L3 Sausioin conversalion, explain or give neasons for [hedr views or
choices

Year 4 oo

Offer raoscns ond avidanca for thair sieas, considening abamaiive
opinicns

Respond appropnolely 1o the conlrbaufions of oifss in the Gghl ol
diflerirg viewpoinls

Tall stonas aftactvedy ond comsey dedoiked ifdormobion cobseanty
lar kskanars

Listersrg and responding
1 Falowy aip ollwes’ points ol Sl sdnedher [Ty agiess oF diegies
i walinbe-¢ ss ol ussion

Group discumiicn and ireractian
31 Useiolk bo crgonse roles ond acdion
S Aty inchuche and respoed to ol msenbers ol The gioup

33 Useihe languoge of possibiity 1o imeestigoie and refled on
‘lr:nllm;.'._ behonour or redohonshps

Drama
A7 ks sdine dianndg stiehesgieg b axphfe shofies oF Rk

i
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Primary National Strategy tables (continued)

1 ideriify and meaks notes ol tha moin points of sachonis) of te

Yeudr 4 ¢

:] ||'_'-::|||'|||" g in |||-:

kdanily and summonse evidenca from o laxd to suppon o hypathasis

FT Inler chorochers” leebngs in dicn ord corsequences in bgoal 72 Deduce choroders' regsons loe behovouwr Irom ther adions and
s plonalons exprloin how ideas o developsd m non-iidion legds
F3 o ldeaniily how diferand ods are crgonsed, inchsding ralarcnca lasts, £ Use knowledgs of ditanent ergonisokondal echums of kaxds b Aind
mogazinegs ond koflals, on paper and on screan indarmration affect ik
T4 Use spnioe, conlex) ond vword sirocioes ko boild fher slors of 7.5 Explaim how wrilers oss figuralive and expressive anguoge o
wotabukarg as ey reod lor reaning creale mmoges and olrmosphene
Lt Eeplora how differant lests oppeal fo moders wsing voned sanlance
sinuciures ond descripive longuooe
Engoging with and responding to faxts
&3 Empathise wilh charoces ond debole moeol dilkememos pordrayed .2 I roapate lels Do despen and donly erderstanding and responss
el
Crectirg ond shaping text
93 Winla noan-nosmobive lexls vsing sinecures ol dilaren feod-Types T Davalop and reline dacs nwnling wsing planning and probdam-
D4 Seled ored vse o ronges of technicol ond descriptees vooabulary S0 NG FFugeas
95 WUsa hayout, hormak grophics and dlustrtions for differan) purposes 23 Summarise grd '-.'IH.||:-.e nrulurrf.ll o ideos |I:l."'l'll diftsrenl soumes |o
wribe comancng and inlonraliee on-nomolve lesxs
94 Show imognation through tha languose usad 1o ceote amiphass,
hurmesidr, aimosphare of suspans:
25 Choowe ond combire words, imoges ord oifer leoluees Tor
perlicular effects
Tod structurs orid crganisetion
1 Signol sequance, ploca and lime 1o ove coharenca 0 Organkse lexd indo paragrophs e detngush batesan diferan
0E  Group related mabenal inle pomogrophs RN, SANTIS OF PIOCRETRS
Senbence struckure and puncheaticn
1.2 Compoase sanantes using odedives, varks ond nouns for i1 Confy maaning ond poinl of sies by using vanad sentenca struchr
pracison, danty ond impact phraes, clouses and odvarkioks)
Presantation
21 Wrile consislently with neal, kgl orel ned Banndwiiting

5

www walkerbooks co.uk



Walker Books

Teacher Resources www. walkerbooks.co.uk

General activities

These can be selected as appropriote to the literacy and leaming needs and experience of the class and the

book chosen:
Talk and Visualizing

Bafore reading the book, talk with the children about whal they already know about the animal you are focusing on.
Ask themn to tall the child sitting nesxt s them and then o drow one quickly onoa whileboard.

Shony them some imoges of the animol on the IWE or give lominated photos to groups o discuss. Do the images match
their experience?

Make notes of children’s responses and commenis arownd the pictures or on a fip chart, 2.g-
T ke He way e panguins snuggle up fogether o keep warm™ [See image &, poge 8

T didnT know bats”wings were ke hands.” (see image B, page 9

Infroducs fechnical vorabulary as you talk legelher whare usaful [spedes, habilal, lifacyche, elc)

As a class group, folk together about the animal and list the children’s ideas under key headings on a lorge sheet of
paper like this

What do we know about [the focus animall?

Where they live | What they look like | What they eat Their life cycle Other interesting facts we know

Explain that they can add amyihing else o the poster that they find cul kiler, using Post-its placed under the
riggh heading.

Ask children what They would like to know more aboul. Scribe Their ideas as gquastions and display them as speach
bubbles around the chart for further investigalion, e.g:

How do whiles feed thair bobias?

How many eggs do frogs moka?

“Why do esls need fo swim o the other side of the world?”

What colour is

Hormawork: an octopus?

Ask the children 1o see what they con find out ot home

Where in the world
do polar bears live?

www walkerbooks co.uk
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She unfurls her wings,
made of skin so fine the tinger bones

inside show through.

This pipistrelle bat

i5 no hi_._,;:-_.g:ﬂr thamn
your thumb.

A bats wing is its
arm and hand.
Four extra-long fingers

LE &

support the skin of the wing.

Imiage B: Baf Loves the Wighi' = & 700 Sorah Fox-Davies

ks Lid. &0 Rig=is Aoseevad. B wd By CLPE lor Wolkar Baoks 14 www walkéerbooks. co.uk
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m Reading alovd and discussion: fact v. fiction

Fead the book aloud and explain fo the children that an animal expert helped Towrite i 5o they can be confident thot
wihot it says about the animeal is factually ocoerote. Discuss with themn their responses 1o the book.

Was there anything that surprised or puzzied you?

“Is thal the reol size? {seeimage C, poge T

T et understond why polar bears hove black skin fo soak up haat when thay ore coverad in white fur”

(mee image D, page 12

Revisat the Wha! do we know about 7 charl fo add to or amend the information it conlains and fo generate new
guestions te ressarch

m Finding answers, making a poster

Drganize the children info groups and ask each group fo decide on o different queston to reseorch

“lWiai do barm owis eal? How do we know?”

“What eafs barn owls?*
“How far can barn owls fiy?
“Where do owls live®™

“What doas @ bam ow! do all doy?*

Isee image E, page 13

They can find information using the infernet, carefslly chosen foctual books ond other informoficn resources such os
photographs and iBustrations. Seggest children work in pairs and use drosing o writing fo record what they find ot
You can pair less expenenced writers with more confident wiiters, or with an adull in a guikded recdingfaritng group.

Each group should combine their findings to create a poster, with thelr question cleary visible as o heading, foking furns
to present it o the ather groups i the class,

9
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Irinkge Ot e Bear = 8 205 2008 Gary Blihe
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m Observing animals

Where possible, take a trip fo an aquarium/Zoo/mnature reserve 1o see living animals in their natural/protected habstat
The children will already have questions that they want fo explore more fully ond could be challenged fo find out
answers to specific queries on the day,

m Creating on animal’s world in paint, collage, pastel

Turn one wall of the classroom inie an underwaterlandscape scene, drawing on the children's exparience from the Irip,
as well as ofther informalion sources, ko paind or draw The animals and the plands in Their habital acourately.

Where appropniate, challenge children to comoufloge their animals within the scene,

They can go on fo write a key to halp onlookers identity the individual creatures in the scens, and display it alongside.
This key will also act as a word bank for children to drow on when writing.

m ICT. finding and saving photos

In thie compuier suite foke children carefully thraugh the process of making a phato file: searching forimoges, selecting,
and sawing. They wall be able to drow on this kofer when presentng their work.

m Making an infermation book

Make a dass infermation boak abaut an individual animal. Think together about what it should be about and make

a list of the book's confents as a shared writing activity, 2.9 habitol, @ map showing where it lves, feod, dangers, life
eycke, o “did you know” section... Individuals or pairs of children can then go an fo write and illustrate chapters fogether
It can be haelptul to arganize this infe single or double page spreads

Depending on the class” access 1o and capability in KT, this book might first be handwrillen and then word processed
in ICT, wsing a forrmal such as a preset lable or g pregramme such as Publisher. It is helpil io first make a piclurs file
using children's scanned illustrations, of images from the infernet for them o draw on and insert info thedr cwn work

12
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m Movement and dance; composing music

Read aloud pages of the book describing what it like 1o ba tha animal and whal s warld is like, for axample:

A mather giant octopus

Sidas ovar tha seabad

Har body strafches like foffee over the stones
Har skin npplas ike seawead.

Maken from poges 167 of Genfle Gian! Gclopus: © 1998 Karen Wallace)
What ara the imporiant words or phrasas that help the childran to imagine this scene?

Re-reead the fexi, this fime asking childean to move as if they wera the onimal, then organize them inte groups fo
improvise a dance sequance to music (for examiple, for sea creatures use Handel's Warer Music or Debussy's Lo Mer,
inwiting tha childran to donce as if they were secwesed, predatory fish such as the shark, or whales, penguins, octopl,
turtles and eals).

Alternatively the children could compose their own music o accompany the dance using a variety of pitched and
percussive mstruments,

m Writing poems

In this sesskon, ask children 1o respond 1o the book by writing o poem using the following open struchsre
Write one poem logether first, using shared writing, this will provide on opparfunity fo shore ideas ond 1o remind
children thal poems are often befter i they don’t hvme, a.g.

lam... | om the fiercest fish in the seg

Hhawe... | have the sconesl, sharpes! l2efh ond a cavernows, smiving moufh
Iike. .. | lika swaggenng in the oceon deap, e o big bully

I... | tarrify everything in my path

lam_.. lam... SHARK!

I arm sheark, the fercast fish in the sea

[see imoge F, page 14

When they hove finished their own poems, ask each child to join with another child, fo read them olowd o each ather
and ko work on them fogether 1o rehearse for presentation, as o pair, #o the rest of the doss.

When fhey are finished, each child oan write a final draff of their poem, illusirate them and “publish” them na class
anthology or as part of a closs display.

= 2008 Wallar Boaks Lid. &0 Righis Boswwed. By wd By CLPE lor Wolkar Baoks 14 www walkéerbooks. co.uk
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m Debate and argument

Choose one of the siotements below most appropriate to the book;

al Many people, incleding scientists, beliove that humans threaten the suraal of a growing number of andrmals.
For example, some are sold 1o exolic animal collectors for Thair parficular properties [skinfAvoryail/shell or 1o 2008,
and sifers die oul because forests are destroved for logging or mining. Bul animal colkectons and 2008 argue hat
they hielp 1o profect the animals.

oF

bl Many people believe that animals are badly wsed by humans for selfish reasons or commercial interests {food/
medical experiments/cosmetics). On the other hand many others argue that this is necessary.

What do the children think?

A5 a shared wiiting oclivty, moke o comporison chart 8o summanze both arguments. Then set up a “tonsckence alkey”
activity where a child role-plays fimding an aninmal ond kas fo decide whethes fo lef it go free or to ket formers/sclentisis
keep it. The rest of the class can fake sides to persuade wath their arguments as the child walks slowly along the “alley”

Arguments [some examples):
Let it go free Keep it
a) Animeals meed to be in thelr natural hobitat It will ke cared for in o 200 and con bread
it might die frovelling in g crote Iy 1 zog iF can be protected from hunfers
it waill e baadly treoted When people see animals, then they will undersiond how
irnportant it is fo protect hem
b Anirreals suffer in medical lests Children’s lives can be saved Through animal experiments e
cure diseases
Animials nesd fo be with their o kind Lots of peaple survive only becouse they eat these animals

Cacrvry 1 [Board game S

wiake a board gome based an the book which includes bolh “Chance” cards, Thal vse the actual test from the narrative
sirand of the book, and "True or falsa? cards, thal are based on the facts in the laxt. Players should pick up either a
“Chance™ card or a “True or false? cond depending on whethar thay throw an odd or even nurmiber. They pass il 1o the
phaver next to tham lo read it aut janswers are noted Balow Tha quastion).

For example:
Frogs live mast of thesr lves ender water. | True or Falsa? fficwe forweard 1 space if right.
True or false? Answer. Folse)
Frogs” aggs hatch nfo fedpoles ten days | True or False? Move forward 2 spaces if right.
after they are lokd {Answar: True)
|
A hingry heron wanls 1o eat you, Shay shill and riss o turn.
Chance card: | You slide off o stone bock infe the pond. | Mowe bock 1 space.
You cotch a picy dragonfly for breakfast. | Mowe forward 2 spaces.

some cords can be written with the children during either shared or guided writing ond a group can be asked
o write “Instructions for play” for ofhers fo wse when ploying, These con be tried out by the players and redrafted
whera necessary.
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[ 2oty 12 | Fiction links for independent reading

Collect together a box of storybooks ond infarmation books about the animals for children to browss, reod ond talk
abaout fogether during independant reading fime.

m Using the Mature Storybook CDs

Ecch C0 is read by the actor Stephen Tompknson ond |5 structured in four easy-fo-use seclions:
1. Reoding aboud {the narrative texd)

2. Music ond 5009

3. addional informtion

4, A read-along formod, enobling children fo follow the fext on the poge

The additional material enables children to revisit ond explore the book in different ways:

+  Hearing the story read aloud provides children with independent access fo the book and o chonce fo hear it read
in anather vodce wath its own particulor inferpretation. Chikdren ore encouraged o listen attentivaly as individwals and
mery also Bsten as o growp activity, recordmg whot they have learnt on o lorge plece of paper. it wall be inferasting to
sae the diferent infarmation that childrem fure into and recall,

*  Music and seng seclions can be used as port of a dance and movement session, fo support children's
interpretofions and expressions of the topic. Children can also join in with the song and go on to compaose their oem
lyrics and masic,

+  Addifional information also encourages concentrated listening skills. s part of a group activily, children can record
informmation thal they are interested inand remembser, They can be shown how 1o record their inferesting facts in
diagrams, annobaled dravings and lists,

+  The read-along format supports children whe ere building ndependence as readers, A signol prompts poge-
furning and the reading s unhurried. Children can match the words they hear o those on the poage and this enables
them to develop fuency as readers,
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