
The old 
gentleman gives 
gifts to strange 

children. 

A stranger 
speaking an 

unknown 
language arrives.

The children’s 
red flags stop 

the train.

Bobbie rides in 
the engine-
driver’s cab.

Mother does not 
talk about 

Father’s 
disappearance.

The Russian 
gentleman’s 
family are 
missing.

The children 
rescue a baby 
from a barge.

Peter mines
and transports 
coal from the 

station.

Adventure

Mystery
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SECTION

5

Talk about it

R E A D  &  R E S P O N D: Activities based 0n The Railway Children

Adventure or mystery?
Using the events provided as inspiration, write notes and persuasive phrases  ●

in favour of categorising the book as each genre. 
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