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The books in the Magic Tree House series all follow the same formula — Annie and i |

Jack embark on an adventure which encompasses fantasy, inventiveness, action and I |
villainy and then, of course, they escape so that chey can return home safely. Links [ E
between the books can be drawn as cross referencing of character, structure and _I 1
style underpin the narrarives. All of these could lead onto wider explorarion of H-}

genres, their key fearures and how they creare a whole. For example, the theme of I 1| i
the Egyprians could be explored chrough a variety of texts (fiction and non fiction), !| I
with Secret of the Pyramid as the catalyst. E :
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These resources, pitched ar KS1, cover all the current stories: Valley of the I f ’
Dinosaurs, Castle of Mystery, Secret of the Pyramid, Pivates” Treasure! However, it In .rl :

might be easier to manage this if che pupils all read the same story. These generic

acrivities can be used either with a variery of Magic Tree House™ adventures, or

are talking about books rather than writing about chem, alchough pupils will be
given the opportunity to write in a variety of forms. Prior to reading, shared focuses
on all the stories include genre, prediction and inference skills based around the
topics explored in the stories. During reading, activities focus on characterisation,
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with just one. Discussion is encouraged through role play and drama so char pupils 43 I
I
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serting and style. Post re:u.ling activities include struceure and story telling.
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Ways in ...

Actvity 1
Reading strategies: predicrion, speculation, enquiry, inference and deducrion

1. Pupils work in groups of four. Give cach group one of the opening pages to read
from one of the stories. Do not contextualise these for them. For an extension activiry,
the more able pupils could be given more than one of the opening extracts.

2. Firstly, ask pupils ro discuss any words which they don't understand. What
strategies can they use to help them work our the meanings e.g. phonic knowledge,
then reading on to the end or rereading to work out what chey chink it means.

3. Whar do they think their book will be abour? Encourage pupils to explore the
genre and draw links to any other acrion/adventure/fantasy and non fiction books

they may have read. Whar do they think the purpose of this book will be? Develop
the pupils’ inferential abilities by asking them to support their ideas with evidence.

4. See if they can pick up clues as to whar the topic will be abour e.g. dinosaurs,
pirates.

They can also refer to the citle and cover pages ro help them. Whar do they already
know about their topic? As a group, pupils complete the first two columns of the grid:

What do | know What do | want to know | What have | learni How did | learn it?
about...? about ...7 about.,..?
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Activity 2 (this builds on activity 1)

Reading strategies: skimming, scanning

1. Hunted informacion is much more memorable than informarion handed on a plate.
Pupils work in pairs. Provide each pair with a’hunter’s map. This map gives
locarions in che classroom and beyond, where certain rypes of informarion can be i
found about each of the topics featured in the stories. You might just focus on one I.I
topic, or you might have all four featured and give each pair a specific focus. |

2. Try to keep the information as varied as possible, so artefacts, photographs, I |
CDRoms, people dressed up and in role, who answer questions, posters, books. I |
Pupils should aim ro find the answers to their ‘'what do T want to know about’ l

quesrons., \-E
3. How much more do they know about the ropics now? A volunteer shares wich the I I

class whae chey know about their ropic. They could weara mantde’ which reflects [I i
their topic to add ro their magical powers. e.g. a pirate’s har , a knight's helmer. | {
4. Pupils to add ideas to columns 3 and 4 of the grid. This grid can also be revisiced at @ -, ’
the end of reading the book. | ||
»
Activity 3 J

Reading strategies: skimming, scanning, inference, deduction, speculation, prediction |

1. In pairs, pupils should read the list of chapter headings. Can they predict whar will f,r
happen in che story? Where do they think the most exciting part of che story will be? |
Whar suggests chis? Ask them to note this poine down, so thar when they do read
on they can see if cheir prediction comes true.

2. Can we do the same with chapter headings in non fiction books? Would we want to? %

Why and how are chapter headings in non fiction books different to fiction books?
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Learning objectives (outlined below) taught in these resources have been

taken from years 1 and 2 of the revised Primary Framework for Literacy:

Strand Dbjective

Speaking Year 1!
+ Interpret a text by reading aloud, with some vanaty in pace and emphasis
Yaar 2

* Speak with clarity and use appropriate intonation when reading and reciting taxts
* Tall real and imagined stories using the comventions of lamiliar story language

Listening and Yaar 1

responding * Listen to and lolow instructions accurately, asking for help and clarification if necessary

Yaar 2

« Lizten o others in class, ask relevant questions and lollow instructions

¢ Lizten o a talk by an adull, remember some specific points and identify what they have leamed

Group discussion Yaar 1
and interaction ¢+ Explain their views to others in a small group, decsde how 1o report the group's views 1o tha
class

Drama Yaar 1

» Act oul their own and wall-known stories, using voices lor characlars

Yoar 2

» Pragant part of traditional slories, thair own stones o work drawn from diferent pans of the
curriculum for members of their own class

Understanding | Year 1

interpreting and | « Idenlify the main evenls and characters in stories, and find specific informalion in simple texds
texts * Use syniax and conlext whan reading lor meaning

¢+ Make predictions showing an understanding of ideas, events and charactars

* Recognise the main elemeants thal shape different texis

Yaar 2

* Draw logether ideas and information from across a whole text, using simple signpasts in the
taxt

* Use syniax and conlext 1o build their store of vecabulary when reading for meaning

Engaging with Yaar 1
and responding |+ Visualise and comment on evenls, characters and ideas, making imaginative links io their ]
to texts oW experiences

« Dislinguish Bction and non-fiction texts and the diferen purposes lor reading tham
Year 2

» Engage with books through exploring and anacting inlerpretations

¢ Explain their reactions to texts, commenting on impordant aspects

Creating and Yaar 1
shaping texts + Conveay informalion and ideas in simple nan-narrative lorms

Text structure Yaar 1

and organisation | = Write chronological and non-chronolagical texts using simple struciures
Yaar 2

* Use planning o establish clear saclions for writing




