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® Focus on the three smiley faces. Do the children 90 |

ClOBO]

know what this type of image is called? (Emoticon.)
Why might the message posters have added them?
(To show how they are feeling.) Ask: Do you know
any other emoticons? Explain that when computer
users first started using emoticons, they used
punctuation marks to create them, and that more
recent software turns the punctuation marks into
pictures, like the smiley faces.You may wish to

demonstrate this by typing a colon and a bracket :). e
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Bronze!

1 won a bronze medal on Sunday!

for peaple who do gym for one hour a week.

I gota clear vault and landed really well

Gym-mad-pol

The competition was for floor work and vault, between some local gym clubs. We got )
to the hall for 8am, and our coach took us off to warm up. We were all really nervous. ‘
While | was waiting for my tum on a bench at the side, | watched the experienced

gymnasts. They were amazing. They went to gym club everyday. | was in a category J
You get two attempts at vault — by far my worst discipline. My first was a disaster.

| was really scared, mistimed my run-up, and crashed into the vault. The second time

1 was more confident about the floor routine. | remembered my coach's advice and
smiled all through it, even when | got my footing a bit wrong.

1 wasn't expecting to win anything. A friend got 4th place, and | was so busy clapping
her | didn't notice the man read out my name. It was such a shock when someone

\
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Coach T goes crazyl
Leg warmers: ves or no?

See my whole blog listing

Explain that the word emoticon is a ‘portmanteau’
— a word blending the sounds and combining the meanings of two other
words. In this case, the words are ‘emotion’ and ‘icon’.

® Read message three and ask the children what their understanding of a
blog is. Explain that this is also formed from two words (web and log).
Click on the link to Pol7’s blog. Read the entry and discuss its style and
tone with the children (fairly chatty and informal).

e Ask the children to identify some of the technical vocabulary that is
connected with gymnastics (for example, vault, discipline and floor
routine) and to work out what the words mean.

e Return to the message board and read message six. Ask the children
what they think the word fiasco means. Challenge them, in pairs, to come
up with alternative words that have a similar meaning.

e Click on the link to judohead’s blog. Ask the children to read it and
discuss whether or not they feel that judohead’s first judo competition
really was a fiasco. Compare the style and tone with Pol7’s entry. Is it also
informal?

Writing activities

e Explain to the children that they are going to write a response to
judohead’s message. Ask them, in pairs, to discuss what they might say in
their reply. They can orally rehearse their replies, focusing particularly on
the style and tone, before writing their responses.

e Ask the children to write a blog about their favourite sport.
Encourage them to explore why they like the sport, whether they take

part in it and/or watch it.
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> My first ever judo competition was a fiasco. My coach had entered me ShEEE 5
i in for a certain weight class. When I got to the sports hall we had a g
> ‘weigh in’ just like the famous boxers do. Unfortunately that morning
g I weighed 500g more than the top weight for my class. :‘aykleﬂg':um onil N\
s My coach sent me off to the loo with strict instructions to squeeze out
& everything I could. I lost about 200g that way! Then he took me to Check these out
§ one of the practice rooms and made me run from end-to-end, back
o and forward, again and again and again. Talk about sweaty. After iellyl
about 10 minutes they weighed me again and I just made the weight! * Jelly1000
Only problem was that I was so exhausted that I completely blew the ’
competition. I hadn’t even got a grip on my opponent’s jacket before
I was felled with an ukigoshi (see photo - that’s not me!). My second
bout was as bad. * omegamale
It didn’t stop me from competing, though. That was 3 years ago, and .
I've been in ten competitions since then and enjoyed every one. * radiohead27
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® As a class, review the
blog entries. Do the
children find the subject
matter interesting and
entertaining? Are the

blog entries written in /
an appropriate style?
Encourage the children

to make constructive
comments as to how entries
could be improved.

Reference to
100 Literacy Framework
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® Non-fiction Unit 4
Formal/impersonal writing
pages 119-134
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