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DEAR TEACHERS,

This pack has been cerated to prepare school children and teachers for Puftin Virtudlly Live:
The Diary of Denhis the Menhdce, a gpecial webcast streamed live info schools on Thursday 5th
February at Zpm (GNT).

Actor and author Steven Butler will be infroducing the latest book in the Diary of Dennhis the Menace
series, Bash Gtreet Kidg, as well ag the up—coming The Didry of Dennis the Menace: World Nenace Day
for World Book Day Z015. Through thirty minutes of laugh—out—loud videos, a draw—dlong, readings
and live Q+#Y's, pupils will be guided through the mischievous world of Dennis the Nenace.

This quick and fun resource pack will help your class explore and get excited about The Diary of Dennis
the Menace, while developing their reading and credtive skills. This resource pack provides material for
befween 6 and 8 hour—long lessons which can fake place during literacy lessons or as extra—curricular
activities. [t is suitoble for aged 6—11 years and has a literacy focus, but dlso covers other areas too.

Don’t forget fo register your school, quickly and easily, as www.putfinvirtuallylive.co.uk and fo send in your
questions o the author. Questions can be about anything and everything — it your school’s question is
read out in the show, you'll receive a book sighed by the author.

e .0 MAKING A COMIC STRIP

. Students will:
1. Use the comic strip format to create characters, setting, didlogue, and plot
2Z. Organise ideds onh combining pictures, captions and didlogue to report on a gpecific event or express o message
3. Develop comic strips fo depict gtory—related or self—created events, convey d message,
or express inferesting information
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Other objectives covered in the pack include:

LITERACY
— To improve understanding and comprehension of fext types, with focus on humour and comic strips
— To understand the linguistic conventions of certain text types
— To be oble fo identify and use literary techniques effectively
— To create a comic strip for a gpecific target audience and fo use appropriate linguistic and stylistic conventions
— To inferpret an author’s language and style

DRAMA AND SPEAKING AND LISTENING
— To participate ih discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates
— To conduct interviews and drama tagks in—role ag different characters
— To present a comic book ih a group pitch

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY AND ART
— To uge drawing, painting and sculpture fo develop and share ideds, experiences dnd imagination
— To develop d wide range of art and design techniques by using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and gpace
— To create skefch books fo record observations and use them fo review and revisit ideas
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GETTING STARTED

First, organise your clags info SIX MENACING groups! Each group will be regponsible for creating their own
Denhis the Menace style comic strip. Each group is hamed after one of the characters from Beanotown.
To find out more dbout them, read The Diary of Dennis the Menace!

TEAM 1: THE MENACES!
TEAM 2: THE DENNISES!
TEAM 3: THE GNASHERS!
TEAM t: THE MINXERS!
TEAM 5: THE GNIPPERS!

TEAM G: THE BASH STREET KIDS!

You might dlso want to dllocate the following roles within edch group:

®
) ' . ' m‘%hﬂf E*%mij E*%mf
. .. TEAM CRIBE RESEARCHER
. cAPTAIN A °

' 0 0 0

e gl oF of e il oF of g il F o

COMMUNICATOR READER BRAINSTORMER

0

[_esson by lesson, students will gather material for their final comic strip storyboard.
Maoke sure that each team Captain keeps dll of the character profies, rules, diary entries
and comic strip panels in preparation for the final product!

X*E(NOW YOU'RE READY TO START!**
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LESSON 1:

THE CHARACTERS OF BEANOTOWN

OBUJECTIVE: TO INTERPRET KEY WORDS USING WORD ASSOCIATION AND INFERENCE
OUTCOMES: PROFILES FOR KEY CHARACTER; LABELED DRAWING OF CHARACTER

| ead—in task:

Here ig a ligt of gome of the characters in The Diary of Dennis the Mendce:

DENNIS THE MENACE
GNASHER
CURLY
THE COLONEL
PIE FACE
MRS CREECHER
WALTER
MINNIE THE MINX

Which character might be the oldest?
Which character might be the youngest?
Which character might be the most nhormal?
Which character might be the funniest?
Which character might be the most hairy?
Which character might be the most studious?

Task |:

How can you gshow gomething about o character through their hame?
Create your owh character and character name.
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LESSON 1:

THE CHARACTERS OF BEANOTOWN
Tagk Z2:

Complete a Profile for your character:

Name,/aliag:

Age:

Place of birth:

(Gender:

Address:

ﬁ}opeqhthe
PP dhd
dlé‘ﬁhguishihg markg:

. Costume:
I

Weqpohs/ihvehﬁonsr

POWehg /gﬁ‘ehg 1179:
|

| Vices/weqkhesgesr
I

I' Family history:

| Everyday persong:

)

| khowh assoc;
OCidte,

and enemicg: 0
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LESSON 1:

THE CHARACTERS OF BEANOTOWN
Task 3:

Now draw your character and lobel him/her, taking ingpiration from page 50 P
of The Diary of Dennis the Mehqce

My archest enemy is WALTER. Leck at him .

EEAD Mg
GLﬁl;gr_.: for
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OBUJECTIVE: TO ORGANISE AND ANALYSE THE BOOK'S KEY THEMES AND IDEAS AS A GROUP
OUTCOMES: LIST OF 'THE RULES OF MENACING' AND PRESENTATION OF RULES TO THE CLASS

| ead—in task:

Read pages 34 and 37, where Denhis lays out “The Rules of NMenacing”:

Question: Which rule is most important to Dennis? How do you khow? How does Denhnis exaggerate to create humour?

Can you find more examples of exaggeration in The Diary of Dennis the Menace?

Tre Bules of FIENAGINE!
—— e e

EU'L.E 12 Alezys be ready to menace
Grd The spportunity and don't leok

back

BULE Z: Mever menace while corrying

SLigEors

BULE B n the case of an emergency.

lauah really hard, Then run like the wind

BULE 4: gteer clear of grown—ups

they're fricky Frogr

Tack |:

RULE S: cAY NO TO SCHOOLWORK!
Paper is nat for pocks and weiting! It is for
squidging up into Etthe balls with your spit and
$iring at the back of your teacher's he».:_d with
your ped -ghoater, Lol

e

BULE bt o't forget your pea-shooten

BULE 7 Hever, never, NEVER leave hone

without your catapul®

BULE £ Get a deg. All Menaces must have
e, Abryesinian wire—haired Tripe hounds kike

Gnasher are The BEST!

BULE 9: Don't trust anyone more Than your
dog. A good Nienate's dog & worth its weight in

sweets and crisps and peckeT money

In groups, prioritise the ideas from most important to least important. Remember fo fulfill your roles
of Team Captain, Scribe, Resedrcher, Communicator, Reader or Brainstormer!
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LESSON 2:
THE RULES OF MENACING!

Task Z2:

Are there any rules that you disagree with? Put the rules info two columns:

DENNIS, DENNIS,
WE AGREE WE DON'T AGREE

——— e —————

Task 3:

Present back, as d group, your ideds o the rest of the clags.
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LESSON 3:

MY KIND OF DIARY!

OBUJECTIVE: TO IDENTIFY LINGUISTIC TECHNIQUES AND TONE AND TO CREATE A DIARY ENTRY
OUTCOMES: A DIARY ENTRY IN ROLE AS A CHOSEN CHARACTER

| ead—in task:

Imagine the summer holidays are dbout fo begin. List three things either you or your character
(from lesson 1) would want fo do in the summer holidays.

Tagk |:

Which of the following names are best for Dennig” diary?
R N b Encourage students to discuss why each title is effective:

.~ ,
.. “"MY KIND OF DIARY!"
. > L “A DENNIS DIARY!
() ® < "A MENACING DIARY BY DENNIS!”
.i' . ‘\‘.' 3 -~
J L]
[ / 2 * . Can you find an example of dlliteration?
' / e * Cah you find dn example of a strong ad jective?

Name your own diary using either dlliteration or good adjectives.
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LESSON 3:
MY KIND OF DIARY!

DAt () Srreer

F.A0. Denmnis the Menaca's Farents

1t 18 wWith gresl disappolntment ghat | am
writlzy Lo infors yoo of Densis’s failure
1o complets is Sahosl Holiday Diary. A1
the other pepils 2 the class produced
yovaly noooanits of Chair walery nnkiof at
Baanctown Lake, o hikisg exoursions ug
Moont Beans, bet Dennls slsply wrold:
!MA&&L.\MM:}GMDEEEEHHI'

[ ean't admit bo dalsg any of Ehe stall 1did
| th hodidagalll’

[ parscsally fesl thak an appoopriate
paniskment gkeuld b Srendl amed would ke
to suggest that Dennls must now keip & diaTY
f his enkise school year as & besson LhAL he
should Klwaxs 82 bis homewark on time. I heost
you'Tl find this sailable

Binoeraly,

Mrs Creachar

ol AR

AR GOGEGHHM B

EB0 G Up bright and early thanks fa my
Mega=Bleep—Digi-Clotk, are ot infe the

garden to tran Grosher fo eat e

THi i going fo be super easy!

|

e Task Z:
e fhepj\,?; :?\,r:hg: Zjh and 21_5 of 'l(;h:hDiar-y of Dennis the Menace. Can you see the differences
eecher wrifes and the way Denhis writes? Who writes in the mo
way N | : st formal tone and why?
Who writes in an informal fone and why? Put formal and informal phrases info two different columng "

FORMAL

INFORMAL
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LESSON 3:
MY KIND OF DIARY!

Task 3:

Choose one of the things that you or your character would want fo do in the summer holidays.
Write d short didry entry in the voice of your character fo describe the event. Decide whether your
character gpeaks formally or informally.

-
= e \%Z:j:?’f
]
6.
Z0an 3.00pm
.00
LALSL 5.20pm
12.00
=< 9.00pm (bedtime])

*£in extension could be that students desigh and create their owh diory template.
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LESSON 4:

INTERVIEWING DENNIS THE MENACE

OBUJECTIVE: TO EMPATHISE WITH A GIVEN CHARACTER AND CREATE A DRAMA PIECE
OUTCOMES: A SHORT INTERVIEW (DRAMA) BETWEEN TWO CHARACTERS

| ead—in task:

[¥ Dennis the Menace was interviewed on the television, what do you think he’d be like in real-life?
Brainstorm your ideds using the following headings:

APPEARANCE:

BODY
LANGUAGE:

Task |:

Ask students fo pair—up with gomeohe in their group dnd read their didry entries from the last leggon.
Award bonug poinits for students who uge body language and voice to make their characters come to lifel

Listen to your partner’s diary entry again. As you listen, brainstorm a list of questions that you would want
to ask your partner in dn inferview. You canh exchange “profile sheets” from lesson 1 to make it eagier.

Task Z:

In pairg, conduct an interview between the two characters. [¥ it’s edsier, one character can be Dennis the N\enace.
Think obout using exaggeration to make it funhy for the audience.
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LESSON 5:
BASH, SPLAT, THWACK!

OBUJECTIVE: TO IDENTIFY USES OF ONOMATOPOEIA AND TO USE THIS TECHNIQUE IN YOUR OWN WRITING
OUTCOMES: A COMIC STRIP "PANEL" WITH EXAMPLES OF ONOMATOPOEIA

LT,

F= _tigp.ims 5
- - to=
T -t

|_ead—in fask:

Imagine you are Fire] T fire had a written language,
it might look gomething like this:

FZIP RROAZZ SHWIFF
PRRIP CROOAR

Wheh words sound like what they mean,
this is called onomatopoeia. Comic books use
ohomatopoeid, sometimes for comic effect,
sometimes to shock the reader.

The apsolute 'uesf--b-cf;.‘t-:r---be‘s'ra'}‘t thing about

i
i vl comis round Tor
Chrigtmas (s wheh my grdn

Crristmas dinber. She's the coolest old biddy

thiz side of Meunt Beano. | can'T wail to see
what she gets up fo This yedr

Choose one of the following things and invent
a new language for it

THE WIND

THE SEA

THE RAIN
AN AEROPLANE

Task |:

Read page 13Z. Cah you find dn example
of onomatopoeia? What sound i the word
trying fo make?
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LESSON 5:
\ BASH, SPLAT, THWACK! \
S’ Task Z:
ook at the following examples of onomatopoeia:

e w—w_ s = nncHOO!j
| TWAir=="|

'mn T !
WA CEDooNy, B

What context could these words be used in? I musical instruments are availoble,
ask students fo experiment with the sounds.

Task 3:

Choose one of thege words and create a picture to show why it might be used.
Don’t forget fo include gpeech/thought bubbles. N\ake sure you look at page 132 for inspiration!
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CREATING A COMIC STRIP

OBUECTIVE: TO CREATE A COMIC STRIP CONSISTING OF 8 PANELS, IN GROUPS
OUTCOMES: AN 8-PANELLED COMIC STRIP

| ead—in task:

In your groups, choose ohe of the following events and braingtorm how it could be exaggerated for comic effect:

A TRIP TO THE SEASIDE
A SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
SPORTS DAY

ol
TR

Tagk 1

Now you heed fo decide oh characters. Give students the choice fo use Dennis the N\enace,
Gnhasher and friends, or to uge the characters that they have created during the last few lessons (preterable).
A mixture of both would be fun!

fisk students to choose six characters for their comic book and one MAIN character.

Ask students fo create a panel-by—panel outline of what will happen in their comic strip.
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CREATING A COMIC STRIP
Task Z:

Ask students in groups To complete one pahel each. The group heeds to work fogether fo create the comic strip.

Tagk 3:

. After one, maybe two/three legsong working on the comic strip, students should present back
to the clags and then vote on their favourite.

WHO 1S THE WINNER OF THE MOST © ‘
MENACING COMIC STRIP COMPETITION?

YOU DECIDE!
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SCHOOL RULES ACCORDING TO DENNLS d

Eor the next week, your homework will be completed for you, by your feacher.

Al maths Dooks are 1o be fhrown away IMMEDIATELY!

Instead of science, you will attend PEA-SHOOTE: accurady classes.

Home time has been changed to ... WHENEVER YOU LIKE!

menac\ng

T\n Y r . ' st
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