
Tiddler’s late for school. 

Do you believe Tiddler’s story about the mermaid?
Have you ever tried to get out of trouble by making up a story?
Are you ever late for anything?

Everyone wants to hear Tiddler’s tales. 

Who does the starfish tell Tiddler’s story to?
Can you think up some really silly excuses for being late for 
school? 

Tiddler is lost. 

Tiddler is lost in the ocean. How do you think he feels?
Which do you think is the most scary fish?
Have you ever been lost? What happened? 

Tiddler follows his story. 

Can you see which word rhymes with “eel”? 
What else rhymes with “eel”?
Find your favourite fish in this book. Can you draw a picture of it ?

Tiddler arrives and he’s very late! 

Why don’t Tiddler’s friends believe him? Do you believe him?
Can you see what the class have been doing in their lesson?
What’s the biggest adventure you’ve ever had?

TIDDLER 

   Hints and tips for sharing this book with a child
Here are some ideas for ways to make sharing 

this book even more fun! 

Storytime

“It’s only a story,” said Rabbitfish and Redfin.

“I like Tiddler’s story,” 

said Little Johnny Dory,  

And he told it to his granny, who told it to a crab.     

“Just a silly story,” said Dragonfish and Dab.

“Sorry I’m late. I was swimming round a shipwreck. 

I swam into a treasure chest, and someone closed the lid.

I bashed and I thrashed till a mermaid let me out again.”

“Oh, no, she didn’t.” “OH, YES, SHE DID.”

Who told it to a starfish, who told it to a seal,

who told it to an eel . . .

“Just a silly story,” said Devilfish and Dace.“It’s only a story,” said Spiderfish and Sunfish.

And he told it to his granny, who told it to a plaice . . . Who told it to a lobster, 

“I love Tiddler’s story,” 

said Little Johnny Dory, 

“This one’s just a tiddler. 

We’ll throw it back to sea.” 

Tiddler was lost in the middle of the ocean

Where strange lights glimmered . . . 

“I heard it from a plaice.”“I heard it from a starfish.”“I heard it from a herring.” “I heard it from an eel.”

“I heard it from a lobster.” “I heard it from a seal.” The plaice said, “Just a minute, don’t I recognise your face?” 

“Sorry I’m late but I swam into a fishing net.

I managed to escape, and I swam away and hid.

I was lost, I was scared, but 

a STORY led me home again.”

“Oh, no, it didn’t.” “OH, YES, IT DID.”

IN SWAM TIDDLER
at half past three!

“It isn’t just a story,” said 

Little Johnny Dory . . .

“It’s just another story,” said 

Leopardfish and Leaf Fish.

“Just a silly story,” said 

Butterfish and Blue.


