Investigate Life cycles

Investigate Life cycles
Investigate Life cycles series contains six children’s books – Life cycles, Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators – and an accompanying Life cycles CD-ROM. 

Life Cycles overview book

Life cycles is an introductory book that lays the foundations for the detailed information contained in the books on specific animals: Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators. 

It can be used in group work and, in conjunction with the CD-ROM, in shared work, to teach children key scientific concepts concerning animal life cycles. You can also use it to develop the literacy skills necessary for reading, writing and talking about non-fiction.

Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators
The books develop the concepts touched upon in the overview book, Life Cycles and are ideal for group work in developing children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary while teaching them non-fiction literacy skills.

CD-ROM
The CD-ROM is extremely versatile and contains video clips, commentaries, in-depth information and games. It is ideal for teaching and modelling concepts, non-fiction features, grammar and vocabulary contained in the overview book Life cycles. You can also use it alone or alongside the overview book to develop children’s enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of life cycles. 

Highly flexible, it is ideal as an extension of the pupil overview book since it contains further information, activities and in-depth answers to questions. It also contains a source of activities for less confident pupils, providing video clips, commentaries and games to stimulate interest while developing knowledge in the subject.
Teachers' notes

The following pages provide teachers' notes for leading guided reading sessions. They can be used in any order and cover work at word, sentence and text levels. 

Birds teachers’ notes

Key words
female, hatch, chick, nest, eggs, lay, feather, grow

Activities for guided reading
· Hiding the title, look at the cover image together and ask the children to predict what the book is about. 

· Ask the children to identify the non-fiction features that are present in this book.
· Draw the children’s attention to the contents page. Read through the list of chapters and then ask them to find the chapter entitled ‘Busy bird’.

· Before reading, draw the children’s attention to the way a sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a full stop.

· Can the children give a reason as to why on page 4, the word ‘bird’ begins with lowercase ‘b’ and the word ‘Baby’, line 3, begins with capital ‘B’?

· Investigate words with the same sound but different spelling pattern by drawing the children’s attention to the word ‘lay’. Can the children think of other words with the /ai/ phoneme (for example, ‘play’, ‘say’, ‘name’, ‘trainers’ and ‘rain’)?

· Can the children find words that relate to the life cycle of a bird? (For example, ‘nest’, ‘egg’, ‘hatch’.)
· Can the children think of words that rhyme with ‘nest’?

· Ask the children to answer the question on page 12.
Speaking and listening opportunities 
· Do the children know any words that they could use in their own writing to describe a bird? 

· Can the children explain in their own words why the chicks’ beaks are open on pages 16–17?

· Can the children identify what is in the female bird’s beak on page 17? What other foods do birds eat?

· To check their comprehension, ask the children to explain the life cycle of a bird in their own words.
Follow-on writing opportunities

· Encourage the children to keep a log about the types of bird that can be observed from the playground. 

· Ask the children to draw a bird and to label body parts.

· Invite the children to look closely at the picture on page 16 and to prepare a caption. Model writing their caption, emphasizing the need to begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop.

Support for less confident learners
· Ask the children to draw a bird, reminding them that it should have a beak, wings and feathers.
Extension for more confident learners 

· Ask the children to find an adjective to describe each of the following words: ‘feather’, ‘wing’, ‘legs’ and ‘beak’. 
Notes for: Birds
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