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Investigate Life cycles

Investigate Life cycles series contains six children’s books – Life cycles, Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators – and an accompanying Life cycles CD-ROM. 

Life Cycles overview book

Life cycles is an introductory book that lays the foundations for the detailed information contained in the books on specific animals: Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators. 

It can be used in group work and, in conjunction with the CD-ROM, in shared work, to teach children key scientific concepts concerning animal life cycles, and to develop the literacy skills necessary for reading, writing and talking about non-fiction.

Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators
The books develop the concepts touched upon in the overview book, Life Cycles and are ideal for group work in developing children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary while teaching them non-fiction literacy skills.

CD-ROM
The CD-ROM is extremely versatile and contains video clips, commentaries, in-depth information and games. It is ideal for teaching and modelling concepts, non-fiction features, grammar and vocabulary contained in the overview book Life cycles. You can also use it alone or alongside the overview book to develop children’s enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of life cycles. 

Highly flexible, it is ideal as an extension of the pupil overview book since it contains further information, activities and in-depth answers to questions. It also contains a source of activities for less confident pupils, providing video clips, commentaries and games to stimulate interest while developing knowledge in the subject.
Teachers' notes

The following pages provide teachers' notes for leading guided reading sessions. They can be used in any order and cover work at word, sentence and text levels. 

Frogs teachers’ notes
Key words
tadpoles, hatch, eggs, spawn, froglet, gills, lungs

Activities for guided reading 

· Hide the title of the book and look at the cover image together. Ask the children to predict what the book is about. 

· Challenge the children to find the contents page, a chapter heading, the glossary and index. 

· How many syllables are there in the following words: ‘frog’, ‘froglet’, ‘tadpole’ and ‘water’?

· Can they find an example of a caption and a label? 

· Read the first sentence together on page 4 and ask the children what they notice about the way it begins (capital letter) and ends (full stop).

· Give the children two pieces of card, one with the word ‘is’ and the other with the word ‘are’. Having covered the words ‘is’ in the first sentence and ‘are’ in the last sentence, ask the children to turn to page 10 and to hold up the right card for the missing verb. Can they find other examples of ‘is’ and ‘are’ in the text? 

· Ask the children to go on a word hunt for CVC words, such as ‘not’ and ‘can’.

· Look at the word ‘frog’ together. Then make a list of words that begin with the consonant cluster ‘fr’ (for example, ‘free’, ‘from’, ‘fright’, ‘friend’).

· Together, prepare a list of verbs that are used to describe a frog, which the children can use in their own writing (for example, ‘hop’, ‘splash’, ‘croak’, ‘jump’).

· Help the children to write a list of things they would like to find out about frogs.

· Challenge the children to find out what tadpoles eat.

· Ask the children to find information about the red-eyed tree frog illustrated on page 7 by looking up information books and websites. 

Speaking and listening opportunities
· Ask the children to describe what a tadpole, froglet and frog look like. 

· Ask the children why they think the tree frog is green, looking at the photo on page 5 as you do so.

· Can they describe what frogspawn looks like?

· Ask them to interpret, in their own words, the chart on page 7.

Follow-on writing opportunities

· Ask the children to make a list of questions that they would like to know about frogs. 

· Prompt the children for ideas in planning a poster about frogs. Ask them what information they would like to include and write down their suggestions. Then draw a rough plan for a first draft showing where headings, paragraphs of text, illustrations and captions might go.

Support for less confident learners

· Invite the children to plan a poster on the life cycle of the frog, using information from the book. Encourage them to think about what they need to include and draw a rough plan for a first draft, showing where headings, paragraphs of text, illustrations and captions might go.

Extension for more confident learners 

· Invite the children to plan a strong opening sentence for their poster.
Notes for: Frogs
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