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Investigate Life cycles

Investigate Life cycles strand in the Investigate series contains six children’s books – Life cycles, Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators – and an accompanying Life cycles CD-ROM. 

Life Cycles overview book

Life cycles is an introductory book that lays the foundations for the detailed information contained in the books on specific animals: Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators. 

It can be used in group work and, in conjunction with the CD-ROM, in shared work. You can also use it to teach children key scientific concepts concerning animal life cycles, and to develop the literacy skills necessary for reading, writing and talking about non-fiction.

Birds, Kangaroos, Frogs, Ladybirds and Alligators
The books develop the concepts touched upon in the overview book, Life Cycles and are ideal for group work in developing children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary while teaching them non-fiction literacy skills.

CD-ROM
The CD-ROM is extremely versatile and contains video clips, commentaries, in-depth information and games. It is ideal for teaching and modelling concepts, non-fiction features, grammar and vocabulary contained in the overview book Life cycles. It can also be used alone or alongside the overview book to develop children’s enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of life cycles. 

Highly flexible, it is ideal as an extension of the pupil overview book since it contains further information, activities and in-depth answers to questions. It also contains a source of activities for less confident pupils, providing video clips, commentaries and games to stimulate interest while developing knowledge in the subject.
Teachers' notes

The following pages provide teachers' notes for leading guided reading sessions. They can be used in any order and cover work at word, sentence and text levels. 

Kangaroos teachers’ notes
Key words
joey, female, pouch, crawl, grow

Activities for guided reading 

· Hide the title of the book and look at the cover image together, then ask the children to predict what the book is about. 

· Challenge the children to find the contents page, a chapter heading, the glossary and index. 

· How many syllables are there in the following words: ‘kangaroo’, ‘joey’, ‘fur’ and ‘newborn’?

· Can they find an example of a caption and a label? 

· Read the first sentence together on page 4 and ask the children what they notice about the way it begins (capital letter) and ends (full stop).
· Look at the flow chart on page 7 and explain the purpose of the arrows.

· Explain the purpose of a comma and full stop in a sentence when reading aloud. (To show the reader when to pause and take a breath.)
· After reading page 11 to the children, can they point to the following words: ‘up’, ‘into’, ‘his’ and ‘and’?

· Write the following words on separate cards: ‘pouch’, ‘baby’, ‘joey’, ‘fur’ and ‘koala’. Then ask the children to organise the words in alphabetical order.

· Draw the children’s attention to the word ‘grow’ and together make a list of words that begin with the consonant cluster ‘gr’ (for example, ‘green’, ‘great’, ‘grey’, ‘grateful’ and ‘grub’).

· What words would the children use to describe a kangaroo?

· Challenge the children to use websites and information books to find answers to the following questions: where does the kangaroo live naturally and what does it eat? 

Speaking and listening opportunities
· Ask the children to talk about why the kangaroo has big back legs and big back feet. 

· Ask the children to explain the life cycle of a kangaroo in their own words.

· Challenge the children in pairs to explain, through mime and words, how a joey gets back into its mother’s pouch, one child miming, the other talking. 

Follow-on writing opportunities

· Ask the children to plan a piece of writing on kangaroos. Explain that they need to think about the information they want to include and how to present it. Using their suggestions, model sorting the information into different categories regarding, for example, what kangaroos look like, where they live, what they eat and how they grow up. These categories can then be used as the basis for headings such as features, habitat, food and life cycle.

Support for less confident learners

· Display a picture of a kangaroo as a prompt to build a word bank of descriptive words about the animal.

Extension for more confident learners 

· Ask the children to sort the following words in alphabetical order: ‘fur’, ‘female’, ‘find’ and ‘fit’.

· Ask the children to plan a piece of writing on koalas. Remind them that they need to find information and to sort it into categories from which they can draw the headings.
Notes for: Kangaroos
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