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Investigate Predators

Investigate Predators series contains six non-fiction children's books – Predators, Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and an accompanying Predators CD-ROM. 

Predators overview book

Predators is an introductory overview book that lays the foundations for the detailed information contained in the books on specific animals: Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and Snakes. 

It can be used in group work and, in conjunction with the CD-ROM, in shared work to teach children key scientific concepts concerning predators. You can also use it to develop the literacy skills necessary for reading, writing and talking about non-fiction.

Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and Snakes 

These books develop the concepts touched upon in the overview book, Predators, and are ideal for group work in developing children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary while teaching them the literacy skills they need to read and write non-fiction.

CD-ROM

The CD-ROM is extremely versatile and contains video clips, audio, in-depth information and games. It is ideal for teaching and modelling concepts, non-fiction features, grammar and vocabulary contained in the overview book. It can be used alone or alongside the overview book to develop children’s enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of the defences that animals need for survival, while promoting non-fiction literacy skills.

Highly flexible, it is perfect as an extension of the overview book since it contains further information, activities and in-depth answers to questions. It also contains a source of activities for less-confident learners allowing them to access the text through the audio and other stimulus to generate interest while developing knowledge in the subject.

Teachers' notes

The following pages provide teachers' notes for leading guided reading sessions. They can be used in any order and cover work at word, sentence and text levels. 

Bears teachers' notes
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Activities for guided reading

· Before reading, cover the title of the book and ask the children to identify the animal depicted. Can they predict what the book is about?

· Challenge the children to find the contents page, a chapter heading, the glossary and index. Can they find an example of a label? 

· Check the children’s comprehension skills as you go along. Read a spread with the children and ask them to tell you what they have just learned. 

· Investigate words with the same sound but with different spelling patterns, focusing on the word ‘bear’. Can the children think of other words that have the same sound? (For example, ‘pear’, ‘lair’, ‘fare’.) Make lists of words arranged by grapheme ‘ear’, ‘air’ and ‘are’. With the children, scan the text for key words.

· Make a list of words that rhyme with ‘meal’ (for example, ‘seal’, ‘deal’, ‘feel’, ‘peel’) and sort them into ‘ea’ and ‘ee’ words. 

· Extend vocabulary by making a list of animals and the word used to denote their young, for example: Bear – cub; Seal – pup; Bird – chick; Kangaroo – joey and so on.

Speaking and listening opportunities

· Check the children’s comprehension skills by asking why they think the mother polar bear is so hungry at the end of winter.

· Ask the children to talk about one fact in the book that has caught their imagination.

· In groups, ask the children to prepare a presentation about polar bears. Encourage them to think of a list of key words, and to organise their thoughts in a spidergram.

Follow-on writing opportunities

· In small groups, ask the children to research and take notes on topics concerning the polar bear that they wish to write about. Get them to list the topics as headings and to write notes under each heading, for example food – favourite meal – seals; birds; habitat – Arctic, white like snow; den – snow, cubs born in den, winter. Explain that these notes are the basis for topics that they may wish to discuss in their writing.

· Tell the children they are going to write a draft text on the polar bear, using the spidergram they prepared earlier as a skeleton. Suggest that they use each topic – camouflage, prey, den – as a heading. Remind them that the opening sentence or paragraph of their writing should provide general information and that subsequent paragraphs should be organised by heading. Remind them that headings can be presented in any order since each heading represents a different topic. Ask them to think about appropriate illustrations and captions and/or labels. 

· Ask the children to write a caption for the photo on page 5.

· Ask the children to sort the bears referred to on page 7 into two categories: meat-eaters and mainly plant-eaters.

Support for less confident learners

· Model writing a text on polar bears based on the spidergram. Using their suggestions as the basis, model a strong opening sentence and show them how to organise the text under headings.

Extension for more confident learners

· Ask the children to provide illustrations and to write captions and/or labels to support their text. 

· Tell them to research other animals that use camouflage to hide from predators. 

Notes for: Bears
[image: image1.wmf]

[image: image1.wmf]