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Investigate Predators

Investigate Predators series contains six non-fiction children's books – Predators, Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and an accompanying Predators CD-ROM. 

Predators overview book

Predators is an introductory overview book that lays the foundations for the detailed information contained in the books on specific animals: Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and Snakes. 

It can be used in group work and, in conjunction with the CD-ROM, in shared work to teach children key scientific concepts concerning predators. You can also use it to develop the literacy skills necessary for reading, writing and talking about non-fiction.

Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and Snakes 

These books develop the concepts touched upon in the overview book, Predators, and are ideal for group work in developing children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary while teaching them the literacy skills they need to read and write non-fiction.

CD-ROM

The CD-ROM is extremely versatile and contains video clips, audio, in-depth information and games. It is ideal for teaching and modelling concepts, non-fiction features, grammar and vocabulary contained in the overview book. It can be used alone or alongside the overview book to develop children’s enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of the defences that animals need for survival, while promoting non-fiction literacy skills.

Highly flexible, it is perfect as an extension of the overview book since it contains further information, activities and in-depth answers to questions. It also contains a source of activities for less-confident learners allowing them to access the text through the audio and other stimulus to generate interest while developing knowledge in the subject.

Teachers' notes

The following pages provide teachers' notes for leading guided reading sessions. They can be used in any order and cover work at word, sentence and text levels. 

Birds of prey teachers’ notes

Key words
predators, prey, hunt, glide, nocturnal, feather, swoop, talon, beak

Activities for guided reading 

· Look at the cover together and ask the children to predict what the book is about. Can they identify the animal on the cover? Before reading, ask the children what they know about owls. 

· Challenge the children to find the contents page, a chapter heading, the glossary and index. Can they find an example of a caption and a label? 

· After reading, make a list of words that rhyme with ‘owl’ (for example, ‘howl’, ‘growl’, ‘prowl’).

· Clap the number of syllables in the following words: ‘rabbit’, ‘head’, ‘falcon’, ‘feather’ and ‘predator’.

· Read the boxed text on page 7 and highlight the word ‘don’t’. Do the children know that this is a contraction of ‘do not’? Do they know any other words that can be contracted? (‘Won’t’, ‘can’t’.) 

· Look at the word ‘nightfall’ on page 9. Can the children split the word into component parts? Together, make a list of compound words, for example ‘football’, ‘pancake’ and ‘nightlight’.

· Ask the children to scan the text for powerful verbs that they could use in their own writing on birds of prey, for example ‘swoop’, ‘glide’, ‘twist’ and ‘grab’.

· Write the words ‘condors’, ‘vultures’, ‘hawks’, ‘eagles’, ‘owls’, ‘vole’ and ‘mouse’ onto separate cards and ask the children to arrange them alphabetically.

Speaking and listening opportunities

· Invite the children to discuss the effectiveness of the word ‘swoops’ on page 5 and its overall impact on the layout of the spread.

· Ask the children to write a caption for the photo on page 17.

· Invite the children to talk about which aspect of birds of prey they most enjoyed reading about, giving reasons for their choice.

· Test the children’s comprehension by asking them why owls make no noise while flying. To do this, allow the children to check through the text and to make notes before one member of the group stands up to give a presentation.

· Ask the children to give a presentation, in their own words, on what they learned in the chapter entitled ‘Night flight’. 

Follow-on writing opportunities

· Ask the children to research two animals, apart from the owl, that hunt at night and two animals that hunt by day and to organise them under headings.

· Make a class dictionary of interesting words such as ‘nocturnal’ that children can use in their own writing. Remind the children to organise the words in alphabetical order and to give definitions. 

· Ask the children to research owls in Britain, using information books and websites, reminding them to take notes as they do so.

Support for less confident learners

· Ask the children to research and draw two animals, apart from the owl, that hunt at night.

· Referring to the notes that have been taken, model writing appropriate headings for a draft information text on owls in Britain.

· Listening to their suggestions, model writing a strong opening sentence.

Extension for more confident learners

· Ask the children to prepare a draft layout for an information page about owls in Britain. Remind them that their work should include the following: general opening sentence, present tense, headings, photos, captions, diagrams (optional) and labels (optional).

Notes for: Birds of prey
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