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Investigate Predators

Investigate Predators series contains six non-fiction children's books – Predators, Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and an accompanying Predators CD-ROM. 

Predators overview book

Predators is an introductory overview book that lays the foundations for the detailed information contained in the books on specific animals: Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and Snakes. 

It can be used in group work and, in conjunction with the CD-ROM, in shared work to teach children key scientific concepts concerning predators. You can also use it to develop the literacy skills necessary for reading, writing and talking about non-fiction.

Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and Snakes 

These books develop the concepts touched upon in the overview book, Predators, and are ideal for group work in developing children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary while teaching them the literacy skills they need to read and write non-fiction.

CD-ROM

The CD-ROM is extremely versatile and contains video clips, audio, in-depth information and games. It is ideal for teaching and modelling concepts, non-fiction features, grammar and vocabulary contained in the overview book. It can be used alone or alongside the overview book to develop children’s enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of the defences that animals need for survival, while promoting non-fiction literacy skills.

Highly flexible, it is perfect as an extension of the overview book since it contains further information, activities and in-depth answers to questions. It also contains a source of activities for less-confident learners allowing them to access the text through the audio and other stimulus to generate interest while developing knowledge in the subject.

Teachers' notes

The following pages provide teachers' notes for leading guided reading sessions. They can be used in any order and cover work at word, sentence and text levels. 

Snakes teachers’ notes

Key words

hiss, slither, prey, strike, sniff, flick, camouflage, scales, venom, poison

Activities for guided reading

· Hide the title of the book and look at the cover image together. Ask the children to predict what the book is about. 

· From the cover, invite the children to predict whether the book is fiction or non-fiction, asking them to justify their answer. Together, write a list ‘What we already know about snakes’.

· Draw the children’s attention to the contents page. Read through the list of chapters and then ask them to find a specific chapter for example, the chapter entitled ‘Hiss, hiss, strike!’

· Explain that the glossary is a list of words that define unfamiliar or specialist words. Then ask them to find the meaning of the word ‘camouflage’ on page 14.

· Turn to the index and show the children how to use it.

· Challenge the children to find an example of a caption, a label and a diagram. 

· On page 4, what effect is created by setting the word ‘rattle’ in capital letters and in a different colour?

· Ensure the children understand compound words by asking them to split the word ‘rattlesnake’ into its component parts. What other compound words can the children think of?

· Check the children’s comprehension by asking them why the rattlesnake makes a rattling noise.

· On page 6, point out the words ‘All’, ‘Some’ and ‘Others’ and explain that an information text usually progresses from the general to the particular.

· After reading the chart together on page 7, can the children say which snakes are poisonous? Ask the children to list one fact about each snake.

· Do the children know of any other animals with scales? (Alligator, fish, lizard.)

· Say aloud the words ‘hiss’ and ‘slithers’ and explain that they are onomatopoeic, (that their sound is associated with their meaning).

· Talk about the effect created by the words ‘Look out!’ on page 17.

Speaking and listening opportunities

· Before reading, invite the children to look at page 6 and ask them to answer the question at the end of main text, asking them to provide reasons.

· Ask the children to explain in their own words what is happening in the picture on page 14.

Follow-on writing opportunities 

· Ask the children to write under the heading ‘New facts about snakes’ what they have learned from reading the text. Let them compare the lists, ‘What we already know about snakes’ and ‘New facts about snakes’.

· Encourage the children to use different fonts and colours for emphasis and special effect.

Support for less confident learners 

· Invite the children to talk about the new facts they have learned, using drawings where appropriate.

Extension for more confident learners

· Invite discussion about bringing all the facts together and sorting them under headings.

Notes for: Snakes
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