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Investigate Predators

Investigate Predators series contains six non-fiction children's books – Predators, Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and an accompanying Predators CD-ROM. 

Predators overview book

Predators is an introductory overview book that lays the foundations for the detailed information contained in the books on specific animals: Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and Snakes. 

It can be used in group work and, in conjunction with the CD-ROM, in shared work to teach children key scientific concepts concerning predators. You could also use it to develop the literacy skills necessary for reading, writing and talking about non-fiction.

Big cats, Wild dogs, Bears, Birds of prey and Snakes 

These books develop the concepts touched upon in the overview book, Predators, and are ideal for group work in developing children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary while teaching them the literacy skills they need to read and write non-fiction.

CD-ROM

The CD-ROM is extremely versatile and contains video clips, audio, in-depth information and games. It is ideal for teaching and modelling concepts, non-fiction features, grammar and vocabulary contained in the overview book. It can be used alone or alongside the overview book to develop children’s enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of the defences that animals need for survival, while promoting non-fiction literacy skills.

Highly flexible, it is perfect as an extension of the overview book since it contains further information, activities and in-depth answers to questions. It also contains a source of activities for less-confident learners allowing them to access the text through the audio and other stimulus to generate interest while developing knowledge in the subject.

Teachers' notes

The following pages provide teachers' notes for leading guided reading sessions. They can be used in any order and cover work at word, sentence and text levels. 

Wild dogs teachers' notes

Key words

predator, pack, pup, howl, litter, den, prey, hunt

Activities for guided reading

· Challenge the children to find the contents page, a chapter heading, the glossary and index. Can they find an example of a caption and a label? 

· Read the opening sentence together and ask the children whether it is a statement or a question. How do they know? (It ends with a question mark.) Why do they suppose the author begins with a question? (To gain the reader’s interest.) Does the text answer the question? 

· Check the children’s comprehension skills as you go along. Read a spread with the children and ask them to tell you what they have just learned. 

· Explain the difference between the suffixes ‘-ing’ (present) and ‘-ed’ (past). 

· Look at the word ‘howling’ on page 11. Can the children distinguish between the root word (‘howl’) and the suffix (‘-ing’)? Look at examples of other words on that page to which ‘-ing’ can be added. 

· Turn to page 7 and explain the purpose of a chart. (To make information immediately accessible through labels and drawings.) 

· Invite the children to go on a word hunt for CVC words in the text. How many can they find? (For example, ‘dog’, ‘cub’, ‘not’, ‘pup’, ‘can’.)

Speaking and listening opportunities

· Ask the children to describe the body language of the grey wolf on page 5, and how they would feel if they came face to face with the animal. 

· Look at the ‘Body talk’ text and pictures on page 15. Ask the children to explain, using words and mimicry, the body talk of a human being for ‘Go away!’, ‘I’m scared!’ and ‘Look out!’.

· Read the text at the top of page 19 and then look carefully at the inset pictures of the moose and the deer for clues as to why the wolf is more likely to hunt moose and deer that are old. 

Follow-on writing opportunities

· Ask the children to write the past tense of the following words: ‘whimper’, ‘bark’, ‘growl’, ‘hunt’, ‘sniff’ and ‘look’.

· Encourage the children to write a paragraph on the arctic fox, based on information provided in the chart on page 7. Remind them to begin each sentence with a capital letter and to end with a full stop, and to use key words where appropriate.

Support for less confident learners

· Ask the children for key words that they may wish to include in a paragraph about the arctic fox. Model writing sentences based on their suggestions.

Extension for more confident learners

· Tell the children to begin their paragraph on the arctic fox with a question. The question can be general, for example ‘What is an arctic fox?’ or ‘Is an arctic fox a wild dog?’ Remind the children to answer the question in the next few sentences. 

Notes for: Wild dogs
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