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Fluency
•	 The	variety	of	features	in	some	non-fiction	books	can	occasionally	be	 
 slightly confusing for the children. Help them recognise the differences  
 between the main body text, supporting information, structural guiders and  
 other features. The children who recognise these different features make better  
 decisions about what to read and in what particular order to read it.
•	 Discuss	with	the	children	how	to	read	the	different	features	of	non-fiction	text	 
 while maintaining the overall meaning. Encourage the children to choose a  
 spread and discuss the purpose of each of the features on the spread. Ensure  
 they have no difficulty recognising the main body text.

Vocabulary and Language
  Write the word archaeologist on the board. Ask the children if they know  
 what this word means. Give the definition ‘somebody who studies prehistoric  
 people and their culture’. Show the children how the word is made from  
 the root word Archae (meaning primitive or ancient) and the suffix ologist  
 (meaning one who studies). In pairs challenge the children to find what these  
 specialists study: anthropologist, entomologist, biologist, speleologist,  
 zoologist and ornithologist.

Aftershocks

Teacher Notes
Jolt your children into content-area reading success!

Synopsis
Carved in Stone explores the reasons people in the 
past used rock paintings and carvings to depict scenes 
from their everyday lives. It features information about 
some of the greatest stone statues, buildings and ruins 
discovered throughout the ages.

Vocabulary Development
Prior to reading the book, read and 
discuss the high-powered words on 
page 4. 
The high-powered words for this 
book are: 
archaeologist, hieroglyph, memorial, 
monument, obelisk, petroglyph, 
prehistoric.

Reading Assessment Focus
Identify and comment on the structure 
and organisation of texts, including 
grammatical and presentational 
features: 
•		distinguish	between	the	main	body	

text, supporting information and 
structural guiders. 

Select or retrieve information and use 
quotations and references to the text 
to support an opinion:  
•		explain	why	some	carvings	are	

hard to find. 

Before Reading – Get on the Wavelength
•	 Invite	 the	 children	 to	 read	 the	 title	 and	 discuss	 the	 photograph	  
 on the cover and title page.  
 Ask: Why do people choose to carve things in  
  stone? What makes this carving special?  
  What can be learned from the study of 
  ancient carvings?  
 Encourage the children to use specific examples  
 to justify their responses to these questions. 
•	 Highlight	and	discuss	some	of	the	special	 
 features, including the Shockers and the  
 “Did You Know?” sections. Then provide  
 time for the children to browse through the book  
 and comment on the different carved structures.

Some ancient cultures  used stone altars for sacrifices. Grooves were  carved into the stone  to allow the victim’s  blood to flow away.  

SHOCKER

Writing
•	 Take	the	class	on	a	walk	in	the	vicinity	of	the	school	and	discuss	some	of	the	 
 buildings that you see. Invite the children to choose the building that they  
 think is most interesting. Take photographs and sketch. Back in the classroom,  
 ask them to write about the building that they chose, stating their reasons. 

Gold Silver Bronze

Structure

Reasons

Comprehension
  Invite the children to form and justify opinions about the carved structures  
 they have seen in the book. Have them award a gold, silver or bronze  
 medal to the three structures they considered the most impressive, giving  
 their reasons.
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Why do people carve in stone?

archaeologist   
a scientist who studies people and objects  of the past

hieroglyph   
a picture or symbol  that stands for  
a sound, a word  
or an idea 

memorial   
something that is built  or done to help people continue to remember  a person or an event 

monument   
a statue or building  that is built to remind people of a person  or an event

obelisk   
an upright stone pillar  with a top shaped  
like a pyramid 

petroglyph   
a drawing or carving  made on rock

prehistoric   
dating from a time 
before historical 
events were  
written down

Word Stunners  and Other Oddities

Quick Recaps 
and Notable 

Notes

Stuff to Shock, 
Surprise and 
Amaze You

Find Out

Links to More 
Information
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